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ready as a vessel to receive the doctrine, spoke to
BImbisara the king :                                               e

"He who knows the nature of his self and under-
^stands how Ms senses act, finds no room for the/, and
thus he will attain peace unending.    The world holds
the thought of /, and from this arises false apprehen-
sion*                                                                     7

"Some say that the/ endures after death, some
say It perishes. Both are wrong and their error Is
most grievous.                                                       8

"For if they say the / is perishable, the fruit they
strive for will perish too, and at some time there will
be no hereafter. This salvation from sinful selfishness
is without merit.                                                    9

"When some, on the other hand, say the / will
not perish, then In the midst of all life and death there
Is but one identity unborn and undying. If such is
their /, then it is perfect and cannot be perfected by
deeds. The lasting, imperishable / could never be
changed. The self would be lord and master, and
there would be no 'use in perfecting the perfect; moral
aims and salvation would be unnecessary.                10

"But now we see the marks of joy and sorrow.
Where Is any constancy? If it is not an / that does
our deeds, then there is no /; there is no actor behind
the doing, no perceiver behind the knowing, no lord
behind the living !                                                 "

"Now attend and listen : The senses meet the ob-
ject and from their contact sensation Is born. Thence
results recollection. Thus, as the sun's power through
a burning-glass causes fire to appear, so through the
knowledge born of sense and object, that lord, whom
you call self, is born. The shoot springs from the
seed; the seed Is not the shoot; both are not one and